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3The Way of Emunah

Evil is Removed Through Torah Study    Don’t Look at The Past 
or The Future, Only The Present    Silence Leads to Perfection  

  One Who Guards His Speech is Rewarded in This World    
Words That Come From The Heart Illuminate    Lashon Hara 
Causes One to Lose Mitzvos and Gain His Friend’s Aveiros    
As Soon as One Does Teshuva, He Becomes Close to Hashem  

  The Kohen Has The Power to Heal a Negah by Looking at It  
  He Made Himself Like a Worm Twice    Parnassah Brings 

One Close to Hashem    Torah Heals All Nega’im    Anything 
a Jew Does That is Improper is Considered a Sin 

Parshas Metzorah

יוֹם טָהֳרָתוֹ וְהוּבָא אֶל הַכֹּהֵן )יד, ב( צרָֹע בְּ הְיֶה תּוֹרַת הַמְּ זאֹת תִּ

This shall be the law of the metzorah on the day of his 
purifying. And he shall be brought to the kohen. )14:2( 

Evil is Removed Through 
Torah Study: 

Sefer Bais Aharon quotes 
his father, Rav Osher of 
Stolin zy”a, as explaining the 
words of Rashi in Brachos 
(47B): “L’hotzi rabim yedei 
chovasam”, to mean that one 
can take others out of their 

obligations and their sins. 
(The word “l’hotzi”, which is 
usually used to mean to have 
someone in mind when you 
say a bracha so that they fulfill 
the mitzvah as well, literally 
means “to take out.”)  

With this in mind, the Bais 
Aharon says that the word 
“metzorah” can be translated 

Parshas Matos-Masai

Parshas Matos

Accepting Everything With Love/Through Guarding One’s Mouth, One 
Can Turn Hashem’s Middos/Everything Depends on Watching One’s 
Words/Desires of This World Harm One’s Tongue/Words of Kedusha Are 
True Words/Silence is a Segulah for a Long Life/Words Are Stronger Than 
Stones/Remaining Silent When One Cannot be of Help/Good Tidings/Do 
Not Stay in a House Where Lashon Hara is Spoken/Teshuva Starts With 
Atoning for Forbidden Speech/Success When Fighting For Hashem/Led 
by a Tzadik/Connecting to Moshe Rabenu Through Mesiras Nefesh/Sinas 

Chinam Delays the Geulah .

 Parshas Masai

The Beginning of The Journey/Everything Comes From Hashem/One Must 
Do Hishtadlus and Trust in Hashem/Hashem Saves a Person in Accordance 
With His Bitachon/Had Moshe Entered The Land, We Would Never Have 

Sinned/Extracting Nitzotzos From Lowly Entities 

 The Yahrzeit of the Yismach Moshe of Ujhel Zy”a
 – 28 Tammuz

Hoping for The Geulah/Moshiach is Also Waiting/Ruach Hakodesh in His 
Bais Medrash/The Holiness of The Amulet/Lack of Emunah Annuls The 
Power of The Amulet/The Amulet Does Not Work for One Who Mocks 
Rabbanim/The Shinover Rov/The Bracha of The Kohen Gadol/Trusting 

Hashem at all Times 

Parshas Vayishlach

18 Kislev- Yahrzeit of Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh Zy”a 

19 Kislev – Yahrzeit of the Magid of Mezheritzh Zy”a 

Remove Your Shoes/Torah Yevakshu Mipihu/With Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchov/

Like When it Was Given on Har Sinai/The Gate of Anavah/Yearning for Hashem/

Learning Sefer HaZohar/In the Heichal of Rav Shimon bar Yochai/Mizmor L’Sodah/

Forgetting Torah Through the Malach/Simcha in the Heart/Ikvesa D’Meshicha/The 

Gates of Gan Eden

His Connection to the Baal Shem Tov Hakadosh/Tzadik Hador/The Value of His 

Sleep/The Depths of His Torah/He Fainted When he Touched the Besht’s Garment

Sending Middas Hadin to Esav/Malachim that Don’t Ascend/He Sent Malachim to 

Get Him to Repent/He Only Wanted Hashem’s Favor/Thoughts Can be Corrupted 

More Than Words/The Goodness is Good/He Believed it Was All for His Benefit/

Through the Power of Emunah. It Was All for His Good/Goodness Pursued Him/One 

Who Believes in Hashem Merits Olam Haba, Even if he is Undeserving/Choosing 

Chasadim/The Yeitzer Hara Rules Through Falsehood and Flattery/The Yeitzer Hara 

Gets up Early/The Sar Shel Esav Cannot Tolerate Torah/Fighting to Annul the Power 

of Torah/Meriting Divine Illumination
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Sending Middas Hadin to 
Esav:

Sefer Sifsei Tzadikim (written 
by Rav Pinchos of Dinowitz 
zy”a, a talmid of the Apta Rov 
zy”a) quotes Rav Leib Sarah’s 
zy”a as saying that it is known 
that when Hashem’s middas 
hadin is aroused, as long as it is 
only a “koach”, meaning that is 
still a theoretical idea, so to 
speak, it can easily be annulled. 
However, once it becomes a 
“maasah”, i.e., a practical reality, 
it is very difficult to cancel. Once 
it reaches this stage, the only 
way to stop it is to allow the 
forces of destruction to run 
rampant against something else.

With this in mind, he explains 
that the reason Yaakov sent a gift 
to Esav is because he saw that 

the middas hadin had reached 
the stage of “maasah” and he 
needed to give it another place to 
act against. Thus, he sent 
something to Esav to allow the 
middas hadin to act against that 
thing. 

A hint to this idea is found in 
Sefer Zera Kodesh, which states 
that the first letters of the words 
“vayishlach Yaakov malachim 
l’fanav” have the gematriah of 
“Elokim”, Hashem’s name that 
represents the middas hadin. 
This is a hint that Yaakov sent 
the middas hadin to Esav.

Malachim that Don’t 
Ascend:

Sefer Toldos Odom (written 
by Rav Yehoshua of Ostroha 

וַיִּשְׁלַח יעַקֲֹב מַלְאָכִים לְפָנָיו אֶל עֵשָׂו אָחִיו וגו' )לב, ד(
And Yaakov sent messengers before him to Esav, his brother… (32:4) 
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zy”a, a son of Rav Shlomo Leib 
of Lentchna zy”a) explains this 
pasuk by stating that while it is 
known that every mitzvah 
creates a Divine angel, angels 
created by mitzvos that were 
performed without proper 
devotion are unable to ascend to 
Shomayim. Accordingly, when 
the pasuk says that Yaakov sent 
malachim “before him”, the 
intention is that when Yaakov 
saw that there were angels in 
front of him, meaning that they 
were unable to ascend upwards, 
he sent those malachim to Esav, 
as those angels were meant for 
him.  

He Sent Malachim to Get 
Him to Repent:

Chazal say that Yaakov sent 
literal malachim to Esav, as 
opposed to human messengers. 

Sefer Zera Shimshon (written by 
Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav 
Nachman Michoel Nachmeni 
zy”a, Ois 1) explains that the 
reason he sent actual angels was 
because the Medrash (Bereishis 
Rabbah 75:11) says that Yaakov 
sent these messengers to 
convince Esav to do teshuva, 
and he knew that only angels 
could get Esav to repent. Human 
beings could not succeed in 
bringing him back to the fold. 
This is as Rashi says (32:8) that 
Yaakov was afraid both that 
Esav might kill him and that he 
might kill Esav, meaning that he 
was afraid that he might kill 
Esav before he did teshuva, and 
he would not merit Olam Haba.  

Accordingly, the pasuk is 
saying that Yaakov sent 
malachim to get Esav to do 
teshuva in order to save him 
from Gehenim. Even though 
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וַיְצַו אֹתָם וגו' כֹּה תאֹמְרוּן לַאדֹנִי לְעֵשָׂו כֹּה אָמַר עַבְדְּךָ יעַקֲֹב עִם לָבָן 
גַּרְתִּי וָאֵחַר עַד עָתָּה )לב, ה(

And he commanded them… So said your servant Yaakov. I lived with Lavan and 
survived until now. (32:5) 

Esav was a rasha and the halacha 
concerning such people is that it 
is a mitzvah to kill them and one 
certainly doesn’t need to save 
them from death (see Avodah 

Zara 26B), he still wanted to 
save him because he was “his 
brother”, and he had the same 
holy parents as him. 

He Only Wanted 
Hashem’s Favor:

Sefer Aryeh Sha’ag relates the 
following story:

One year on Parshas 
Vayishlach at the Sanzer Rov’s 
tish, the crowd of chasidim was 
eagerly waiting for the Rebbe to 
begin saying Torah, but he 
remained silent for 
approximately half an hour. He 
then began to cry loudly and 
screamed, “Koh amar avdecha 
Yaakov. So said your servant 
Yaakov. This refers to one who 
studied Torah in his youth and 

wishes to continue going in the 
way of truth, which is personified 
by Yaakov, as is stated (Micha 
7:20): ‘Titen emes l’Yaakov. 
Give truth to Yaakov.’ This 
means that Yaakov stands for 
Toras emes.

“The way to do this is: Im 
Lavan garti. This means to live 
with tzadikim who are ‘lavan’, 
white and pure of sin. Still and 
all, one must fulfill ‘v’ichar ad 
atah.’ The word ‘atah’ (now) 
refers to teshuva because the 
only thing one must do now is 
teshuva…”



The Way Of Emunah

7

He continued to cry, and he 
then said, “Vayehi li shor.’ And I 
had an ox. This refers to upright 
chasidim who are able to see 
with ruach hakodesh. (the sword 
“shor” can mean “to see”, as in 
Bamidbor 24:17: “Ashurenu” – I 
saw.) ‘V’chamor.’ And a donkey. 
This refers to chasidim who are 
talmidei chochomim and bear 
the burden of Torah like a donkey 
bears a load. (See Avodah Zara 
5B, where Torah scholars are 
compared to load-bearing 
donkeys.) ‘Tzon.’ Sheep. This 

refers to humble, sheepish 
chasidim who avoid all sin. 
‘V’eved v’shifcha.’ And slaves 
and maidservants. This refers to 
Gabbaim and wealthy men, who 
are known to all as ‘sheina 
mentchen’ because they give a 
lot of tzedakah and do many 
good deeds. ‘V’eshalacha’ (and 
I send to you. I send them all to 
You. I don’t need them. I send 
them all ‘l’hagid l’adoni’ as a 
gift to Hashem, ‘lim’tzoh chen 
b’einecha’, in order to find favor 
in His eyes.”  

וַיּאֹמֶר אִם יבָוֹא עֵשָׂו אֶל הַמַּחֲנֶה הָאַחַת וגו' וְהָיהָ הַמַּחֲנֶה הַנִּשְׁאָר לִפְלֵיטָה 
)לב, ט(

He said: If Esav comes to one camp… and the remaining camp will survive. (32:9)

Thoughts Can be 
Corrupted More Than 

Words:

Rav Shimon of Yaroslav zy”a 

(Sefer Toras Shimon) quotes the 

Chozeh of Lublin zy”a as saying 

that there are two “camps” 
within a person. These two 
camps are “machshavah” and 
“dibbur” (thoughts and words), 
and the yeitzer hara attempts to 
corrupt them both. Accordingly, 
Yaakov was saying that if Esav, 
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וְאַתָּה אָמַרְתָּ הֵיטֵב אֵיטִיב עִמָּךְ וְשַׂמְתִּי אֶת זרְַעךֲָ כְּחוֹל הַיּםָ וגו' )לב, יג(
And You said: I will surely do good with you, and I will make your offspring like the 

sand of the sea… (32:13)

i.e., the yeitzer hara, attacks the 
camp of machshavah and 
corrupts it, the camp of dibbur 

will still remain, as thoughts can 
be more easily corrupted than 
words. 

The Goodness is Good:

The Kedushas Levi zy”a 
explains the double lashon of 
“heitiv eitiv” by saying that 
although Hashem provides 
goodness to both Klal Yisroel 
and the nations of the world, 
there is a big difference between 
them. When He sends goodness 
to the Jewish people, His main 
intention is to benefit us. He 
does this because He loves us 
and wants to help us. However, 
when He sends goodness to the 
nations of the world, His intent 
is “to pay up His enemies up 
front in order to destroy them” 
(Devarim 7:10). He pays them 
for their good deeds while they 

are still in this world so that they 
have no share in Olam Haba.

Thus, the pasuk is saying that 
“heitiv eitiv”, the goodness 
given to Klal Yisroel is good, as 
opposed to the goodness given 
to the nations of the world, 
which is not really good for 
them.  

He Believed it Was All for 
His Benefit:

Sefer Divrei Yisroel explains 
the double lashon by citing the 
Gemara (Brachos 60B) that says 
that a person should always say: 
“Everything Hashem does is for 
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the good.” Accordingly, the 
pasuk is saying that Yaakov 
Avinu said that even after 
everything he went through, If 
Hashem says “heitiv”, that it is 
good, then “eitiv imach” – I also 
say that it must be good.

Through the Power of 
Emunah, It Was All for 

His Good:

Alternatively, the Divrei 
Yisroel explains that Sefarim 
Hakedoshim Me’ohr Einayim, 
beginning of Parshas Va’eirah; 
Avodas Yisroel, Likutim) state 
that when a person truly believes 
that everything Hashem does is 
for the good, then everything 
really does become good. 
Yaakov hinted to this with the 
words “heitiv eitiv imach.” He 
was saying that if one says 
“heitiv”, that it is good, then 

“eitiv imach”, it will really be 
good.

Goodness Pursued Him:

In this vein, the Baal Shem 
Tov Hakadosh zy”a (quoted in 
Sefer Besht, Parshas Vayishlach, 
Ois 3) explains Dovid 
Hamelech’s prayer (Tehillim 
23:6): “Only goodness and 
kindness should pursue me”, as 
follows; There are times when a 
person flees from goodness 
because he is unaware that it is 
good for him. Dovid davened 
that the goodness should chase 
after him and reach him, even if 
he doesn’t realize that it is for his 
benefit. Thus, this pasuk is 
saying that the blessings will 
pursue us and reach us, even if 
we unwittingly run away from 
them.  
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One Who Believes in 
Hashem Merits Olam 

Haba, Even if he is 
Undeserving:

Sefer Bnos Yisroel 
(L’Chanukah) quotes Rav Chaim 
Meir Yechiel of Maglinitza zy”a 
as relating that the Rebbe Rav 
Zushe zy”a once came to the 
home of his brother, the Rebbe 
Rav Elimelech zy”a, and found 
him immersed in a deep 
cheshbon hanefesh. He asked 
him what this was about, and 
Rav Elimelech replied, 
“According to my cheshbon, I 
definitely won’t get any share in 
Gan Eden, and it seems to me 
that I won’t have Olam Haba 
either!”   

Rav Zushe told him, “It says 
(Bereishis 16:10): ‘And he 
believed in Hashem and he 
considered it to be tzedakah.’ 
This means that when one 

believes in Hashem, He does 
tzedakah for him. What type of 
tzedakah does Hashem do? The 
tzedakah is that in the zechus of 
their emunah, He gives them 
Gan Eden and Olan Haba, 
even if they don’t deserve it.”

Rav Elimelech said, “You have 
greatly comforted me with your 
words.”

Choosing Chasadim:

The Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz 
zy”a (quoted in Sefer Sarfei 
Kodesh) states as follows:

We daven to Hashem (Tehillim 
85:8): “Show us, Hashem, Your 
kindness, and Your salvation 
You shall give to us.” Rav 
Boruch of Mezhibuzh zy”a 
explains that everything Hashem 
does is merciful and kind, but 
some acts of kindness are 
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וַיִּוָּתֵר יעַקֲֹב וגו' וַיּאֵָבֵק אִישׁ עִמּוֹ עַד עלֲוֹת הַשָּׁחַר )לב, כה(
And Yaakov remained… and a man struggled with him until the morning. (32:25)

The Yeitzer Hara Rules 
Through Falsehood and 

Flattery:

The Degel Machaneh Efraim 
explains that every person has a 
yeitzer hatov and a yeitzer hara. 
This means that even a rasha 
sometimes has thoughts of 
teshuva that come from his 
yeitzer hatov, but his yeitzer 
hara usually overpowers him. 
Most Yidden, however, usually 

follow their yeitzer hatov. They 
only fall prey to the yeitzer hara 
when it is able to fool or flatter 
them. This is hinted to in the 
word “shachar”, which can be 
an acronym for “sheker chanufah 
rah” – falsehood and flattery 
lead to bad behavior. 

When the pasuk says that 
Yaakov struggled with “a man”, 
it is a reference to the yeitzer 
hara. This struggle is “until alos 

revealed to us, while other are 
hidden from our understanding. 
We ask Hashem to show us His 
kindness, meaning that it 
should be revealed to us in a 
way that we can understand 
how what He is doing is good 
for us.

Tzadikim use this idea to 
explain the words we recite in 

Birchas Hamazon: “From all 
good, may we never be lacking 
(l’olam al yichasreinu).” We are 
saying that while we certainly 
believe that everything that 
occurs is for our benefit, we ask 
Hashem to allow us to see how it 
is good. We ask that the good 
should not be lacking in our 
understanding of it. 
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hashachar” – until falsehood 
and flattery take hold of a person, 
thus allowing the yeitzer hara to 
control him.

The Yeitzer Hara Gets up 
Early:

This pasuk also contains a hint 
to the statement of the Baal 
Shem Tov zy”a that the way to 
defeat the yeitzer hara is to rise 
early. This is seen from the verse 
(Bereishis 22:3) that says that 
“Avrohom rose early and he 
loaded his donkey (vayichbosh 
es chamoro).” This indicates that 
the way to be “chobesh” (defeat) 
one’s “chumrius” (earthly 
desires) is to rise early. 

According to this explanation, 
the pasuk is saying that the way 
to win in the struggle with the 
yeitzer hara is by getting up 
early, because “the man”, i.e., 

the yeitzer hara, can only 
struggle “until alos hashachar” 
– until one gets up early to 
defeat it.

The Sar Shel Esav 
Cannot Tolerate Torah:

The Chofetz Chaim zy”a once 
began a speech at a gathering 
held to benefit yeshivos by 
saying, “The Torah tells us that 
the malach – the Sar of Esav – 
struggled with Yaakov, the last 
of the Avos. We may wonder 
why the malach waited this long. 
Why didn’t he struggle with 
Avrohom or Yitzchok? 

“The answer is that he knew 
that Avrohom was the pillar of 
chesed and Yitzchok was the 
pillar of avodah, whereas Yaakov 
was the pillar of Torah. The Sar 
of Esav can tolerate chesed and 
avodah, but it feels the need to 
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וַיִּזְרַח לוֹ הַשֶּׁמֶשׁ כַּאֲשֶׁר עָבַר אֶת פְּנוּאֵל וְהוּא צֹלֵעַ וגו' )לב, לב(
And the sun rose for him when he passed Penuel, and he was limping… (32:32)

go to wat against Torah. And 
from then until today, this war 
continues between the forces of 
evil and those who learn and 
support Torah.

Fighting to Annul the 
Power of Torah:

Similarly, Rav Elchonon 
Wasserman zt”l states that Torah 

is the weapon used against the 
yeitzer hara, as the Gemara 
states (Kiddushin 30B) that 
Hashem attests that He created 
the yeitzer hara and He created 
Torah as its antidote. Therefore, 
the yeitzer hara can tolerate 
chesed and avodah, but it feels 
the need to try to annul the power 
of Torah study. That is why it 
only attacked Yaakov, and not 
Avrohom or Yitzchok.  

Meriting Divine 
Illumination: 

The Noam Elimelech zy”a 
states that if someone is struck 
by strange thoughts in the middle 
of a tefillah, and he banishes 
those thoughts from his head and 
focuses solely on connecting to 
Hashem, he is given an awesome 
Divine illumination. 

Rav Aharon Roth zy”a, author 
of Shomrei Emunim writes (in 
his Sefer Imrei Aharon) that this 
concept is hinted to in this verse, 
that says that the sun shone for 
Yaakov when he passed Penuel. 
The word “Penuel” can mean 
“penia min ha-Keil”, thoughts 
that turn one away from Hashem. 
If one passed through these 
thoughts and brings himself to 
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Remove Your Shoes:

Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh 
zy”a was a beloved grandson of 
the Baal Shem Tov Hakadosh 
zy”a. He was born after the 
following story:

One year on Simchas Torah, 
the holy students of the Baal 
Shem Tov were rejoicing and 
dancing in ecstasy. They could 
feel that the Shechinah was 
literally hovering above them. 
Suddenly, the shoe of one of 
them ripped, and he could no 
longer dance and rejoice with 
the Torah. He was very anguished 
by this until the tzadeikes, Udel, 
the daughter of the Baal Shem 
Tov, told him that if he promised 

her that she would give birth to a 
boy that year, she would give 
him a good, new pair of shoes. 

He gave his promise, and she 
gave him the shoes. That year – 
5513 – she gave birth to twins. 
One was Rav Boruch, and the 
other was the Degel Machaneh 
Efraim zy”a.

Torah Yevakshu Mipihu:

In his youth, Rav Boruch did 
not want to learn with his 
melamed and he would run away 
from cheder. When the Baal 
Shem Tov asked him about this, 
he said, “Do you think I don’t 
know that you learn with Achiya 

18 Kislev 5572
 Yahrzeit of Rav Boruch ben Rav Yechiel Michel of Mezhibuzh 

Zy”a

connect to him, He is given the 
Divine illumination that is 

symbolized by the shining of the 
sun.  
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Hashiloni? I also want to learn 
with him!”

With Rav Levi Yitzchok 
of Berditchov: 

The Toldos Aharon Rebbe 
zy”a (Sefer Divrei Emunah, 
Parshas Naso 5733) relates the 
following story in the name of 
Rav Yoel Ashkenazi zt”l of 
Teveriah:

In the city of Teveriah, there 
lived an elderly chasid named R’ 
Naftali Chanales zt”l. He was a 
descendant of Rav Boruch and 
he had his kaftan, which was 
stained with oily spots.   

He related that Rav Boruch 
was once traveling in the winter. 
However, the road was covered 
in so much mud and snow that 
he could not continue. He was 
compelled to spend the night in 

the nearby village.

The innkeeper gave the Rebbe 
a private room, but Rav Boruch 
stipulated with him not to let any 
other people into his inn for any 
price, and he promised him this.

Two days later, Rav Leiv 
Yitzchok of Berdichov zy”a 
passed by the same town and 
also wanted to stay overnight, 
but the innkeeper told him that 
he could not let him in under any 
circumstances according to the 
Rebbe’s instructions. Rav Levi 
Yitzchok asked the innkeeper to 
ask Rav Boruch to let him in 
because he couldn’t travel 
anymore due to the snow and 
cold. Rav Boruch responded to 
the innkeeper, “If the Rebbe of 
Berdichev promises that he will 
not perform his avodas Hashem 
as he usually does, with 
enthusiastic dancing and loud 
screaming, then he will agree to 
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let him in.

Rav Levi Yitzchok promised 
that he would be calm and not 
make a lot of noise. And, indeed, 
he davened Maariv in a calm, 
quiet manner. 

When they sat down to eat 
dinner, Rav Levi Yitzchok made 
a bracha of “al netilas yadayim” 
and “hamotzi” quietly, but in the 
middle of the meal, when the 
innkeeper came in and asked 
him if he liked to add a little 
pepper into the soup, Rav Levi 
Yitzchok jumped up and shouted, 
“You think I like pepper? I like 
the Creator of the World!” His 
bowl of soup overturned onto 
the coat of Rav Boruch, staining 
the garment.

Rav Boruch later said, “I knew 
that he wouldn’t be able to 
contain himself!”

Like When it Was Given 
on Har Sinai:

Sefer Otzar Yisroel relates: 

Rav Yaakov Shimshon of 
Shpitivka zy”a once traveled to 
the eastern lands and met the 
Sefardic Gaon, Rav Yitzchok 
Bechor zt”l, author of Sefer 
L’Dovid Emes. Rav Yitzchok 
was amazed by Rav Yaakov 
Shimshon’s brilliance and asked 
if there were other Gedolim like 
him in Europe. He answered, “In 
Europe, we have Rav Boruch of 
Mezhibuzh, the grandson of the 
Baal ShemTov Hakadosh, who 
knows all of Torah like when it 
was given on Har Sinai!”

The Gate of Anavah:

 It is related that a chasid once 
arrived at Rav Boruch’s court, 
and since he had never met the 
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Rebbe before, he was filled with 
great fear and awe because he 
had not properly prepared 
himself to enter. He entered the 
bais medrash, and it was evident 
on his face that he was anxious 
and fearful. 

At that time, the Rebbe was in 
the bais medrash. He approached 
him and asked, “R’ Yid, why are 
you so troubled?”

He answered, “Because I want 
to meet the Rebbe, but I heard 
that he is very strict. I am afraid 
that once he sees me, he will be 
very tough with me.” 

Rav Boruch said, “I know the 
Rebbe, and he is only strict with 
people who are haughty and 
rebellious, but he is not strict 
with chasidim.”

He placed his hands on the arm 
of the chasid and walked with 
him in conversation in the bais 

medrash until it was time for 
davening. 

When they began to daven, the 
chasid saw that the man who 
spoke and walked with him was 
the Rebbe himself, He was 
overwhelmed with great fear 
because he felt he had interacted 
with him in an inappropriate 
manner. After davening, he went 
into the Rebbe’s room and asked 
him to forgive him for having 
talked with him in that way. The 
Rebbe said to him, “I am willing 
to forgive you, but on one 
condition - that you go out with 
me now and stroll in the same 
manner as before davening…” 

He once humbly declared, 
“When I look at the world, no 
one looks good to me. But 
when I look at myself, everyone 
looks good in comparison.”
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Yearning for Hashem: 

A distinguished man once 
came to visit Rav Boruch, and 
Rav Boruch told the Gabbai that 
since there were two chairs in 
the room, he should take one 
away. The man asked why he 
needed a third chair and he 
explained, “There are two 
‘benklach’ (chairs). The 
Eibishter ‘benks’ (yearns) for a 
Yid, and a Yid ‘benks’ for the 
Eibishter. (In Yiddish, the word 
‘benk’ can mean either a chair or 
to year.) However, I noticed that 
you only have one ‘benk’. The 
Eibishter ‘benks’ for you, but 
you do not ‘benk’ for Him. So I 
told the Gabbai that we only 
need one benkel.”

Learning Sefer HaZohar:

When Rav Boruch began 
studying the Zohar Hakadosh, 

he started learning from the 
“Shaar Daf”, the cover page of 
the book, where it is written: 
“‘This is the book of Zohar that 
the Tana Rav Shimon bar Yochai 
composed.” 

He then said, “This is the book 
(sefer), this is the diamond 
(sapir). This is the Zohar that 
illuminates all worlds. ‘That was 
composed (chibur)’ – that 
connects (mechaber) the hearts 
of the Jewish people to their 
Father in Heaven. ‘Tana’ – it 
teaches us that there is a Creator 
in the world. And who made it? 
Rav Shimon bar Yochai zy”a.

In the Heichal of Rav 
Shimon bar Yochai:

He once was sitting at a seudah 
on Tu B’Shevat and he was in a 
very good mood. He said that he 
had dreamed that numerous 
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tzadikim were sitting together, 
some of whom were still alive, 
and some who were already in 
the World of Truth. At the head 
of the table sat Rav Shimon bar 
Yochai, and he himself stood at 
the end of the table facing Rav 
Shimon, and Rashbi spoke to 
them incredible words of 
mussar. 

He told them, “Is the way you 
serve Hashem really the proper 
way to serve Him?”

From intense fear and 
embarrassment, Rav Boruch’s 
face began to contort. Rav 
Shimon then rose from his seat 
and went to the end of the table, 
clapped him on the shoulders 
lovingly, and said, “Boruch’l, 
my dear one, I did not mean you, 
for you are an odom hashaleim 
(complete person).”

Mizmor L’Sodah:

Sefer Botzina D’Nehora 
relates that one leil Shabbos, 
during the recitation of “Ribon 
Ha’Olamim”, Rav Boruch 
reached the words where we 
thank Hashem for “all the chesed 
You have done for me and that 
You will do for me in the future.” 
He was quiet for a moment and 
then said to himself, “Why must 
we thank Hashem now for things 
He will do in the future? Why 
can’t we just thank Him when 
we get that chesed?”   

He then answered, “Perhaps 
He will do a chesed for me at a 
time when I won’t be on the 
level of thanking Him properly. I 
don’t want that to happen. 
Therefore, I have to thank Him 
now.” And he broke down in 
tears. 

Rav Moshe of Savrin zy”a was 
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standing in the corner and he 
asked, “The Rebbe said a good 
question and a good answer. 
Why is he crying?”

Rav Boruch replied, “I cried 
from the thought that I might 
one day not be on the level of 
properly thanking Hashem.”

Forgetting Torah 
Through the Malach:

During his times, there lived a 
lamdan who was fluent in all of 
Shas and Poskim and all Sifrei 
Kabbalah. This man would 
belittle and mock all the tzadikim. 
He once met Rav Boruch, and 
Rav Boruch struck him on his 
nose. At that moment, he forgot 
all of his learning. 

Rav Boruch said, “Chazal say 
(Niddah 30B) that a baby learns 
the entire Torah in its mother’s 

stomach, and before it goes into 
the world, an angel strikes it on 
the nose and it forgets it all. The 
angel forgot to hit this man, 
which is why he knew so much.”

Simcha in the Heart:

Sefer Sarfei Kodesh quotes the 
Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz zy”a 
relates that R’ Hershele 
Ostropolier z”l, who was known 
to always be happy, once saw 
Rav Boruch looking very sad. R’ 
Hershele began looking around, 
as if searching for something. 
When the Rebbe asked what he 
was looking for, he said, “I see 
that the Rebbe’s nose has fallen 
(an expression for looking sad), 
so I am searching for it.”

Rav Boruch laughed and said, 
“He raised my spirits.” 

Sefer M’Zekeinim Esbonen 
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relates in the name of Rav 
Mordechai Chaim of Slonim 
zy”a that R’ Hershele Ostropolier 
began drinking whiskey because 
of the following story:

R’ Hershele was the shamash 
of Rav Boruch’l and he would 
occasionally cheer him up with 
his jokes and antics. He once 
said, “I would like to tell the 
Rebbe a joke. I once met the 
Satan, and he looked very sad. I 
asked him why he was sad, and 
he said, ‘How can I be happy? I 
have to hang out all day with 
boorish, coarse people in taverns 
and theaters. Would you want to 
hang around such people?

“A year later, I met him again, 
but this time, he looked very 
happy. I asked him why he was 
so happy and he said, ‘Business 
is good. Recently, I have found a 
way to get into the heart of a 
‘sheina Yid’ and I don’t have to 

only hang around low-class 
people anymore.”

Rav Boruch’l laughed and 
said, “You certainly are referring 
to me.”

Rav Hershele replied, “I told 
this story to many ‘sheina 
Yidden’ already, and they all said 
the same thing.”   

When Rav Boruch’l heard this, 
he became upset at him. He gave 
him a shot of whiskey and said, 
“You deserve a drink of whiskey 
as payment for your words.”

From that time on, he began 
drinking excessively.

Rav Mordechai Chaim said 
that he heard two versions of 
how R’ Hershele died. According 
to one version, he passed away 
shortly after this story. Rav 
Boruch’l once went to his grave 
and ordered a ditch to be dug 
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next to it and for some whiskey 
to be poured into it so that he 
would still be happy.

Ikvesa D’Meshicha:

Rav Boruch once said about 
the coming of Moshiach, “There 
will be small milchamah’lech, 
small wars, and then Moshiach 
will come.”

The Gates of Gan Eden:

Before his petirah, Rav Boruch 
said, “After my soul ascends 
Above, they certainly will not 
allow me to enter Gan Eden. I 
will stand behind the Gates of 
Gan Eden and say Tehillim. 
Dovid Hamelech will then surely 
come and ask who is saying 
Tehillim so sweetly. He will 
open the gate for me to allow me 
to enter.”  

19 Kislev 5533
Yahrzeit of Rav Dov Ber ben Rav Avrohom, the Magid of Me-

zheritzh Zy”a
His Connection to the 

Baal Shem Tov 
Hakadosh:

Before becoming a student of 
the Baal Shem Tov Hakadosh 
zy”a, the Magid lived in the city 
of Tolchin. For a period of time, 
he fasted all week, from Shabbos 
to Shabbos, for seven or eight 

consecutive weeks. 

Rav Mendele of Brod zy”a, 
who was already known as a 
tzadik who had ruach hakodesh, 
lived in his neighborhood. He 
heard the Magid learning, and he 
could tell that he was a great 
talmid chochom. He went to the 
Magid’s house and saw that he 



The Way Of Emunah

23

was sickly and weak. He said to 
him, “Haven’t you ever heard of 
the Baal Shem Tov? He can heal 
you.” 

The Magid replied that he had 
bitachon in Hashem. His family 
was upset by this reply and asked 
why he couldn’t just go see the 
Baal Shem Tov to see if he could 
help him. Finally, he agreed to 
go. 

The Magid came to the Besht 
and told him that he needs a 
refuah. The Besht told him, 
“There is no cure for a donkey!” 

The Magid didn’t understand 
what the Besht was trying to say. 
He left him and went outside, 
where he saw a young man 
standing near the door. The 
Magid told him, “Do me a favor. 
Go in and ask the Baal Shem 
Tov why he doesn’t fulfill the 
mitzvah to love a ger. Does he 

think the pasuk is only speaking 
about a convert? No. We have to 
love and draw close every Jew!” 

The young man was afraid to 
say such words to the Baal Shem 
Tov. Still and all, he gathered his 
courage, went inside, and said 
quickly, “There’s a Yid outside 
who asked why you don’t fulfill 
the commandment to love a 
ger.” He then quickly ran away. 

When the Besht heard this, he 
gathered a minyan of men to go 
and appease the Magid. The 
Besht then told the Magid to say 
several chapters of Tehillim 
every day. The Magid asked if 
he could also give him a bracha 
for a refuah sheleima, and the 
Besht said, “I provided you with 
a means to have a refuah through 
words. If you also want a refuah 
through actions, I am sending 
someone to buy medicine for 
you.”
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After some time, the Maggid’s 
condition improved, and the 
Baal Shem Tov gave him money 
so that he could properly heal 
himself and be strengthened.

Tzadik Hador:

Sefer Sarfei Kodesh quotes the 
Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz zy”a as 
relating that the Magid once 
suddenly came out of his room, 
turned to his talmidim and asked, 
“Isn’t it true that I am the tzadik 
hador?” 

They were very surprised by 
the question and remained silent 
since they didn’t know what to 
answer. 

After not receiving a response, 
the Magid went back into his 
room. A short time later, he came 
out again and said, “You lost 
out.” 

He explained, “I was asking in 

the highest Heavens to send the 
geulah. I was asked why my 
request should be granted and I 
said, ‘I am the tzadik hador and 
Chazal say (Moed Katan 16B) 
that when a tzadik makes a 
decree, Hashem fulfills it.’ I was 
then asked: Who says that you 
are the tzadik hador? I answered 
that my students would attest to 
it. But when I asked you, none of 
you back me up! Thus, you 
delayed the geulah.”

The Value of His Sleep:

The same sefer relates that the 
Ruzhiner Rebbe zy”a related that 
once on erev Shabbos, Rav 
Aharon Hagadol of Karlin zy”a 
was sitting in the room of his 
grandfather, the Magid zy”a, 
and saying Shir Hashirim. The 
shamash entered the room 
suddenly and told him that the 
Magid asked him to stop because 
he wanted to lay down and rest 
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l’kavod Shabbos and Rav 
Aharon’s Shir Hashirim was 
creating such a commotion in 
Shomayim that it was disturbing 
his sleep.

The Ruzhiner concluded, 
“From this story, we see the 
greatness of the Magid. 
Although Rav Aharon was 
creating a commotion in 
Shomayim, he still knew that 
his sleep on erev Shabbos was 
more valuable!

The Depths of His Torah:

Sefer M’Zekeinim Esbonen 
quotes Rav Mordechai Chaim of 
Slonim zy”a as relating that 
heard the following story from 
Rav Berel Zhiraner zt”l, who 
heard it from Rav Dovid Moshe 
of Chortkov zy”a:  

Two talmidim once went to see 
the Magid and he told them 
thirteen divrei Torah. They said, 

“If we had come only to hear 
these things, that would have 
been enough!” And they returned 
to their city.

They hired a driver to take 
them home and made up with 
him that he would drive his 
wagon slowly, and they would 
walk behind it on foot, and when 
they wanted to rest, they would 
get on the wagon. And so, they 
set out on their journey at 
midday, walking on foot and 
conversing leisurely among 
themselves about the Magid’s 
words. Their conversation 
continued all day and all night 
until the early hours of the 
morning, and they did not notice 
anything that was happening 
around them.

Suddenly, the driver turned to 
them and said, “You sinners, you 
did not daven Mincha or Maariv, 
and you did not even put on 
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Tefillin!”

Immediately, they came back 
to themselves, right as they were 
in the middle of reviewing the 
fifth devar Torah they had heard 
from the Magid. Had the 
wagoner not awakened them, 
they would have continued 
going over the Magid’s words 
for the rest of the journey.

He Fainted When he 
Touched the Besht’s 

Garment:

Once, on a Motzoei Shabbos, 
the chasidim were sitting in the 
bais medrash of the Ruzhiner 
Rebbe zy”a for Melave Malka. 
Suddenly, the Rebbe opened the 
door of his room next to the bais 
medrash, stood at the entrance, 
and said, “The Baal Shem Tov 
was not a deity, and the zaida, 
the Magid, was not just an 
ordinary wagon driver. And 

once, when the holy Baal Shem 
Tov prayed, his talis fringe fell 
out of his gartel and dragged on 
the floor. The Magid approached, 
picked it up, and put it back in 
the gartel, but he was trembled 
with such tremendous fear that 
he fainted and his life was in 
danger. They were compelled to 
rouse the Baal Shem Tov from 
his deep dveikus in order to calm 
him.”  

He then added, “I told you that 
the Baal Shem Tov was not a 
deity and my zaida, the Magid, 
was no wagon driver. Still and 
all, when he touched the Besht’s 
garment, he fainted from fear. 
The entire world is Hashem’s 
garment. How much fear must 
we feel to touch this world!”  

May the memory of the 
tzadik be a blessing for all of 
Klal Yisroel. 
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